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R1:{}hth, While enumerating th e many blessi ngs which 
have come to us and the Nation as a result of emancipa
tion, we cannot escape the stern logic of events. What 
IS to be the status of the Negro in these United States is 
s till an open qllestion; and, more than any othe r, is ab
sorbing American though t. There are those, we regret 
to say, who still assail the great principle of manhood 
equality out of whic h cam e th e Proclamation of Emanci
pation . Denyiug the fitn ess of the race (or th e responsi
bilities of citize nship, and clinging with a death-grip to 
th e effete dogm as of a degenerate philosophy, they have 
effectually lIegati ved, in a large mf'asure , th e results of 
th e four long years of battlE' and blood. It is not to be 
dellieo that, in many States of the South we do not enjoy 
th e equal protection of the laws. In some the laws are 
ffam ed [01' the direc t purpose of our oppression. The ballot, 
placed in our hands by the Constitution of our country as 
a means of protection, has been depri ved of its efff"ctual 
expression of our will in the choice of representative of 
our sentiments to enact and execute tlte laws. The mea ns 
by which this has been acco mplished aI e too well known 
for repetition here. The wronci thus done us we have no 
other means of righting than that of protest, and appeal 
to the great body of law-abiding and law-loving people 
of the whole country. The matter touches the very foun
dation of our governme nt. 

The t ight to cast his ballot freely by every competent 
e lector, and to have that hallot fully and effectually reg
i ster his will, is the very basis of our free institutions. It 
is not a partisan no r a race question. It is a question of 
I'ight and law. It is a prime conside t'ation in democratic 
government, and should enlist the earnest, patriotic sup
port of every true American. Let us guard the ballot
box-the great citadell of our liberty-with sleeple ss vig
ilance. Let us suffer no suspicion to rest upon its man
d ate. Let us offer a united resistance to every power or 
prej udice that would corrupt it. We feel this to be the 
duty of every American freeman .. 

Ninth, In the administration of the civil law in many 
States of the South N egro citizens are compelled to sul
fer indignities so gross and inhuman that they should set 
the stamp of shame upon our boasted Christian civiliza-
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